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Congrats: 15 receive Northern Virginia Student Peace Award

Fifteen students were honored March 6 at a reception at the Fairfax County Government Center for their efforts to build community and promote peace.

These students, listed with their high schools, are the 2011 recipients of the Northern Virginia Student Peace Award: Caroline Stephenson, Fairfax; Jennifer Shumpert, Herndon; Mariam Yaktieen, Robert E. Lee; Christina Leas, Madison; Rebecca Stripe, Marshall; Julian Tamayo, McLean; Javier Argueta, Mountain View; Lucy Holden, Paul VI; Ariane Sheridan, Quander Road; Sophia Son, Robinson; Andrew Scherzinger, South Lakes; Shantaley Noll, South County; Matthew Bloom, Thomas Jefferson; Shaden Maraqa, West Springfield and Yousif Al-Amin, Woodson.

For the past five years, area religious and secular groups have pooled their resources to fund the peace award, a countywide recognition of student ambassadors of peace.

This year's sponsors included Langley Hill, Alexandria and Herndon Quaker Meetings; Accotink Unitarian-Universalist Church; Great Falls Baha'i Community; Fairfax Partnership for Youth; First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax; Northern Virginia Mennonite Church; St. John Neumann Catholic Church; Temple Rodef Shalom; Temple B'nai Shalom, Fairfax Station; Reston Rotary Club; Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution at George Mason University; and United Christian Parish of Reston.

Students were selected on the basis of their efforts to commit to peace by engaging in activities that strive to end conflict locally or globally; discuss or find positive resolutions to potentially controversial issues within the school or community; promote understanding of divisive issues and situations to bridge language, ethnic, racial, religious or class differences; and resolve conflicts among students or members of the community who feel isolated or alienated.

