GUIDELINES FOR THE
STUDENT PEACE AWARDS OF FAIRFAX COUNTY

One student (or group of students) from each selected high school is eligible to receive a Student Peace Award of Fairfax County.  The award consists of $100 and a certificate, which we hope will be presented at your annual awards ceremony.  The award can be given to either a junior or a senior, but some schools have found that our award fits best in their award ceremony for juniors.  The selected student will also be invited to describe his or her activities at a public reception.

Guidelines for the award

1. The student selected should be someone who has worked specifically for peace or conflict resolution (as opposed to participating in charitable or social activities).

2. We must receive the completed form (preferably electronically) by November 23, 2011.

Examples of items to be considered

o  Demonstrated commitment to peace by engaging in activities that strive to end conflict   either locally or globally.

o Demonstrated efforts to discuss or otherwise resolve potentially controversial issues within the school or community in order to bring about positive resolutions to those issues.
o Demonstrated efforts to promote the understanding of divisive issues and situations in order to bridge language, ethnic, racial, religious, gender, sexual orientation, or class differences.

o Demonstrated efforts to resolve conflicts among students or members of the community who feel isolated or alienated.

Selection

Feel free to devise whatever selection method works best for your school.  However, our experience has been that it is generally not effective to merely ask students to apply; peacemakers often need to be personally encouraged to nominate themselves or others may need to do the nominating for them.  Some schools have appointed one person or a small committee to make the choice after soliciting input from the students and staff.   Since we do not know your students, we rely upon you to make the final selection.

We anticipate that most schools will select one student to receive the Student Peace Award.  It is possible, however, that you would like to honor a particular group of students.  If this is the case, then we ask that you fill in the contact information for one spokesperson from this group.  This person will receive our congratulatory letter and be invited to the reception.  We will make it clear, however, that this selected person is a representative for the entire group and our publicity will describe the accomplishments of the group.   
