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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 8, 2010
Eleven Fairfax County High School Students Awarded the 

Northern Virginia Student Peace Award
Colman McCarthy to speak at reception that recognizes their work
Fairfax County, VA – If you ask any of the 11 high school students who are the 2010 recipients of the Northern Virginia Student Peace Award how each of us can make a difference in the world, they will tell you the key is to work together to build community and collectively solve issues. They would know. Living in Fairfax County, these young adults are steeped in diversity daily, where the melting pot of cultures at their schools can sometimes result in clashes. 
Committed to compassion, each of these students has made strides toward becoming an ambassador of peace. Many of this year’s winners, all young women, are involved in their schools’ mediation program in which they help resolved conflicts among their peers. Many also volunteer in their religious communities and serve in other extra-curricular community service roles. Many tutor young children at risk or those at a disadvantage intellectually, emotionally or physically. Some work to end school bullying. One created an organization that assembles environmental issues learning kits for students in grades 3-6. The kits include interactive lessons with a focus on both the science portion of the SOLs and on solving practical world problems like alternative energy. One has raised money and resources to send four people to Honduras to distribute food and clothing. One collects books to send to children who are victims of war. Several are their schools’ representative to rep to the Fairfax County Student Human Rights Commission, which promotes equality and tolerance among students county-wide. 
The students were honored at a reception on Sunday, March 7, at the Fairfax County Government Center, where noted peace activist Colman McCarthy addressed the group. 
“The highest calling anybody can have is to be a peacemaker,” McCarthy said. 
During his lengthy career, McCarthy, who is also the founder and director of the Center for Teaching Peace in Washington, D.C., has interviewed Nobel Peace Prize winners such as Mother Theresa and Desmond Tutu.
McCarthy challenged the students to “get outside the classroom and go find out what your talents for reducing suffering are.”
Students were chosen based on four factors: demonstrated commitment to peace by engaging in activities that strive to end conflict either locally or globally; demonstrated efforts to discuss or otherwise resolve potentially controversial issues within the school or community in order to bring about positive resolutions to those issues; demonstrated efforts to promote the understanding of divisive issues and situations in order to bridge language, ethnic, racial, religious, or class differences; and demonstrated efforts to resolve conflicts among students or members of the community who feel isolated or alienated.
The students include Kristina Hurd of Fairfax High School, Kristina Brant of Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology, Jennifer Linnet of Lake Braddock Secondary School, Allison Zhou of Woodson High School, Karissa Ruano of Robert E. Lee High School, Caroline Foster of West Springfield High School, Ashley Yu of Herndon High School, Samannta Aguilar Siguenza of Centreville High School, Dani Lee of Langley High School, Elizabeth Borden of Mountain View High School, and Rocio Safe of South Lakes High School. 
For the past four years, several area religious groups have pooled their resources to fund the Peace Award, the amount of which varies each year. This year’s participating groups included three Quaker Meetings (Langley Hill, Alexandria, and Herndon); Accotink Unitarian-Universalist Church; Great Falls Baha’i Community; Fairfax Partnership for Youth; First Church of Christ, Scientist, Fairfax, VA; Northern Virginia Mennonite Church; St. John Neumann Catholic Church; Temple Rodef Shalom; and United Christian Parish of Reston. Those interested in becoming a Peace Award sponsor can contact Herndon Friends Meeting at 703-736-0592.
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